CHAPTER XVI

THE BREAK WITH EDEN

scope of this book does not permit of any-
I thing approximating to a comprehensive or
A detailed survey of Mr. Chamberlain as Prime
Minister. The story is as yet so far from its gigantic
completion; we stand so near the breathless sequence
of diplomatic manoeuvre and political crisis; there
is so much undigested and unco-ordinated material,
so many facts and so little perspective that to
undertake any more than a brief and unadorned
account would be an impertinence. Such an account
does not need to be strained or distorted to convey
the central and decisive part the Premier has played
in the dynamic development of world politics. A
simple narrative of the facts is the greatest tribute
to his significance, the supreme apologia for his
method and aim. He would not ask for more, but
when one considers these facts the full magnitude
of his struggle for peace is at once apparent. A
selection of his principal speeches tinder that title
delivered between May 1937 and April 1939 com-
prises no less than 434 closely printed pages.

The narrative falls naturally into four phases.
The first dominated by Mussolini and Spain is
brought to an end with Mr. Eden's resignation.
The second leads logically from Schuschnigg at Berch-
tesgaden to the Big Four at Munich. The third is
the period of gestation, diplomatic uncertainty in
the Wilhelmstrasse, military and political prepara-
tion at Whitehall culminating in the absorption of
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